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Rigaku ran a series of practical schools to address the loss of crystallographic training opportunities resulting from the cancellation of conventional schools around the world due to the COVID-19 pandemic. With the return to normalcy, we stopped holding the schools. However, in the last year a number of requests were made to reprise the lectures.

Last year, we ran one school but took a different approach. Rather than performing the lectures live, we prerecorded them with the intention of using them for a future on-demand school. We held live Q&A sessions after the lectures to capture this very useful dialog with students for inclusion in the course material.

As before, we limited the school to ten lectures of 60-90 minutes in length covering practical aspects of small molecule crystallography, including data collection and data processing in CrysAlisPro and structure solution in Olex2. In the school, we covered some advanced topics that students commonly see in their work: absolute structure determination, twinning, and disorder. With this edition of the school, we added a number of 3DED/microED topics. So that students might practice independently, we used freely available data reduction and structure solution software and data sets with which to practice. To give students credit for course completion, we provided an online exam and an electronic certificate of completion. 

In this presentation, we will discuss the setup and execution of the school and provide some results for this last cohort of students.

This school is now available as Rigaku academy (https://academy.rigaku.com/) as a self-paced school.

We would like to acknowledge the 3500+ students of the various schools and thank all lecturers for contributing.

